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23 October 1988

cnncernégg Soviet Attitudes Toward Foreign Communists,
onmun rities, an unist States.

1. 8ince the time of the revolution, the leaders of the
Soviet Union have always differentiated between their relations
with foreign communists whether menbers of individual parties
or rulers of other states and other foreigners and foreign
states. In practice, the Soviet leaders have demanded more
from foreign communists, been more harsh in punishing mig-
deeds, and more grudging in rewards than they have in their
dealings with representatives of non-communist and especially
"bourgeois™ states. Up through the 1920's, there was enough
academic freedom and tolerance for open discussion to permit
Soviet theorists to advocate openly ideas animed at bringing
Soviet practice in dealing with the outside world into 1line
with the theories of Merxism-Leniniss as a way of resolving
this contradiction in Soviet behavior. It was at this time,
for example, that legal theorists such as Pashukanis and
8tuchka made their contribution to Soviet jurisprudence in
both international and nationrl law. VWith the growth of Soviet
diplomatic and trade relations wvith foreign countries, these
theories were denounced as anti-Soviet and continuing on
to the present tize, the Soviet Union has adopted an
increasingly conventional attitude toward international 1aw,
a8 applied to non-communist states and international organizs-
tions. But while the revolutionary element has almost dis-
appeared from Soviet writings concerning the formal rights
and obligations of states and other such matters, the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union has consistently
Baintained that the duty of allemmunists everywhere is to
support the Soviet state and--at times implicitly and at
tizes guite explicitly--that the leaders of the Soviet
Communist Party had the right to demand obedience from
communist parties and communist #tates. Perhaps the clearest
d;f%ggtion of the obligations of a communist was Stalin's
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A revolutionary is he who without arguments,
unconditionally, openly and honestly . . . is ready
to defend and streungthen the USSR, since the USSR
is the first proletarian, revolutionary state in
the world . . . an internationalist is he who,
unreservedly, without hesitation, without conditions
is ready to defend the USSR because the USSR is the
base of the world revolutionary movement, and to
defend, to advance this revolutionary movement is
inposaible without defending the USBR.™

Andreil Vishinsky, the most vehement denouncer of Pashukanis
is the 1930's, wrote in 1048:

"At present the only determining criterion of
revolutionary proletarian internationalism is:
are you for or against the USSR, the motherland of
the world proletariat? . . . Actual cooperation
with the UBSR, the readiness of the workers of any
sountry to subject all their aims to the basic
problen of strengthening the USSR in its struggle—-—
this is the manifestation of revolutionary
proletarian internationalism, . ., The defense of
the USSR, as of the socialist motherland of the
world proletariat, is the holy duty of every honest
§;§ge?erywhere and not only of the citizens of the

i

These statements find their direct echo ia the words of
Eric Honecker, member of the East German Politburo, who
wrote on October 7 of this year in Pravda:

"Relations with the USSR, relations with the
CP8U, are for us, as for all Leninists, the most
important criterion by which s party pretending to
the right to call itself NMarxist-Leninist is judged.
In our time, it is impossible to be a communist
without love for the land of lLenin, without
supporting its policy. . ."

2.

As the number of countries calling themselves communist

has increased and divisions among them become more spparent,
Soviet writings have more and more tended to emphasize the
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"complete‘equality" of all socialist states and the etrict
obBervance among them of respect for independence and
national sovereignty. At the same time, however, the duty
of fealty to the Soviet Union hes continued to be
explicitly part of the obligation of communists as spelled

leaders in Moscow in November 1857, for example, referred

to "the invipcible camp of Bocialist countries headed by

the Soviet Union." Further on the same communique satid:
"The Communist and Workers' perties have a particularly
important responeibility with regard to the destinies of the
world socialist System . . ., The ., . . parties represented
at the meeting declare that they will tirelessly promote
their unity and comradely cooperation with a view to further
consolidating the commonwealth of Socialist satates."

3. The lmst such meeting, that of 1960, repeated the
same sentiments in its communique. "Today the restoration
of capitalism has been made socially and economically
impossible not only in the Soviet Union, but in the other
soclialist countries as well. The combined forces of the
socialist camp reliably safeguard every socialist country
against encroachments by imperialist reaction.” The drafters
of the communique saw no contradiction between that statement
and the following: "Every country in the socialist camp
iz insured genuinely equal rights and independence." Only
two paragraphs on, the same communique also Says: "Every
Communist party which has become the ruling party in the
state, bears historicsl responsibility for the destinies of
both its country and the entire Soclialist camp."” This
sentiment was repeated several other times in the communique
in such phroses as: "Every party is responsible to the
working class, to the working people of its country, to
the international working class, and the Communist movement
&8 a whole." The only difference between this statement
and the preceding quotation is that in the latter every
party, regardless of whether it is a ruling party or not,

i bound to follow the dictates of the "movement a8 8 whole,"
In case there are any doubts 28 to where the leadership of
the movement is to be found, the communique spells that

out too: "The Communist and Workers' Parties unanimously
declare that the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has been,
md remains, the universally recognized vanguard of the

world communist movement."
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4. Communiques of this sort have not been issued since
19680 because some of the Communist parties of the world have
been unwilling to subscribe to such sentiments since then.
Even at that time, the Soviet Union had already withdrawn
its economic aid program from Chine, As a consequence of
the divisions among Communist parties, the doctrine of the
obligations of communists te follow Soviet orders has not
been spelled out so explicitly since until the Soviet Union
wa8 forced to rely on armed intervention to prevent
Czechoslovakia from finding 1its own “path to socialism."
On the basis of the record, it appears that genuine Soviet
respect for the national sovereignty and independence of
others and Soviet willingness to obmerve international
obligations im sccorded only to its irreconcilable class
snemies, the bourgeois and imperialist states. Its friends
can expect much barsher treatment.
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